Purpose and Opportunity
April 12, 2017

Hymns

400, 258, 453

The Bible
King James Version —
Eccl 3:1

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven:
Isa 49:8-11

Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of
salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the
desolate heritages; That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them
that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their
pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither
shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead
them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. And I will make all
my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted.
Matt 4:23 Jesus, 24, 25

Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they
brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and
torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which
were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. And there
followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis,
and from Jerusalem, and from Judæa, and from beyond Jordan.
Luke 5:1-6, 10 And Jesus

And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word
of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by
the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their
nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed
him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and
taught the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said
unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.
And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night,
and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.
And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes:
…And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch
men.
Matt 9:27 when, 28-30 (to ;) 32-38

When Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and
saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. And when he was come into

the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye
that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he
their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes
were opened;
As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with
a devil. … And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the
multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.
And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and
every disease among the people. … But when he saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.
Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the
labourers are few; … Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into his harvest.
Matt 10:1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease.
1 Peter 3:12 (to :) 13-15 be

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto
their prayers: … And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye:
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
Phil. 2:13

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.
New International Version —
II Cor.6:1-4, 6-10

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he
says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I
helped you.” … I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of
salvation.
We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be
discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every
way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; … in purity,
understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love;
in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness
in the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and
good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful,

yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet
possessing everything.
King James Version —
Gal 6:9,10 let

Let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy
271:26-30

Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast them on the right side
for Truth, have the opportunity now, as aforetime, to learn and to practise
Christian healing. The Scriptures contain it. The spiritual import of the Word
imparts this power.
271:1-5

Christ’s Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing in all ages,
maintaining its obvious correspondence with the Scriptures and uniting all
periods in the design of God.
51:19-24

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through
doing the works which he did and taught others to do. His purpose in
healing was not alone to restore health, but to demonstrate his divine
Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth and Love, in all that he said and
did.
8:28-30

We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of
the heart, for in this way only can we learn what we honestly are.
84:1-7

Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the premises nor with the
conclusions of mortal beliefs.
The ancient prophets gained their foresight from a spiritual, incorporeal
standpoint, not by foreshadowing evil and mistaking fact for fiction, —
predicting the future from a groundwork of corporeality and human belief.
95:6-10, 12-13

We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our fidelity to
Truth and Love; and in that ratio we know all human need and are able to
discern the thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing
them. … Whoever reaches this point of moral culture and goodness cannot
injure others, and must do them good.

238:15-19

Unimproved opportunities will rebuke us when we attempt to claim the
benefits of an experience we have not made our own, try to reap the
harvest we have not sown, and wish to enter unlawfully into the labors of
others. Truth often remains unsought, until we seek this remedy for human
woe because we suffer severely from error.
446:15-18 (to 2nd.)

Good must dominate in the thoughts of the healer, or his demonstration is
protracted, dangerous, and impossible in Science. A wrong motive involves
defeat.
232:32-7

There is neither place nor opportunity in Science for error of any sort. Every
day makes its demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of
Christian power. These proofs consist solely in the destruction of sin,
sickness, and death by the power of Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is
an element of progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law demands
of us only what we can certainly fulfil.
423:18

The metaphysician, making Mind his basis of operation irrespective of
matter and regarding the truth and harmony of being as superior to error
and discord, has rendered himself strong, instead of weak, to cope with the
case; and he proportionately strengthens his patient with the stimulus of
courage and conscious power. Both Science and consciousness are now at
work in the economy of being according to the law of Mind, which
ultimately asserts its absolute supremacy.
326:16

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won,
you have started as you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of
Christian Science, and nothing but wrong intention can hinder your
advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your Father will open
the way. “Who did hinder you, that ye should not obey the truth?”
235:32-6

Love of Christianity, rather than love of popularity, should stimulate clerical
labor and progress. Truth should emanate from the pulpit, but never be
strangled there. A special privilege is vested in the ministry. How shall it be
used? Sacredly, in the interests of humanity, not of sect.
266:615

Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time
will come when you will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming
vacuum is already filled with divine Love. When this hour of development
comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual Love will force
you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends will betray and
enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for “man’s
extremity is God’s opportunity.”

238:22

Attempts to conciliate society and so gain dominion over mankind, arise
from worldly weakness. He who leaves all for Christ forsakes popularity and
gains Christianity.
506:18

Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and
unfolds these thoughts, even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in
order that the purpose may appear.
210:11-16

Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man,
the Master healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet
to the lame, thus bringing to light the scientific action of the divine Mind on
human minds and bodies and giving a better understanding of Soul and
salvation. Jesus healed sickness and sin by one and the same metaphysical
process.
593:20-22
SALVATION.

Life, Truth, and Love understood and demonstrated as supreme
over all; sin, sickness, and death destroyed.
230:8-10

This is the salvation which comes through God, the divine Principle, Love, as
demonstrated by Jesus.
323:32-2

Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new,
renders thought receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false
landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this disposition helps to
precipitate the ultimate harmony.
106:7

God has endowed man with inalienable rights, among which are selfgovernment, reason, and conscience. Man is properly self-governed only
when he is guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth and Love.
571;15-18

At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know
thyself, and God will supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over
evil.

