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WORSHIP THROUGH RITUAL? MAN IS SPIRITUAL

Quench not the Spirit. ...
  

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. ...
  

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Chronicles 30
 New International Version

 Hezekiah Celebrates the Passover
 30 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to

Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the Lord in
Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 The
king and his officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided to
celebrate the Passover in the second month. 3 They had not been able to
celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had consecrated
themselves and the people had not assembled in Jerusalem. 4 The plan
seemed right both to the king and to the whole assembly. 5 They decided to
send a proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, calling the
people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God
of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was
written.

 6 At the king’s command, couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with
letters from the king and from his officials, which read:

 “People of Israel, return to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel,
that he may return to you who are left, who have escaped from the hand of the
kings of Assyria. 8 Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors were; submit to
the Lord. Come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the
Lord your God,9 the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not
turn his face from you if you return to him.”
12 Also, in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of
mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the
word of the Lord.

 13 A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the
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Festival of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 14 They removed the
altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars and threw them into
the Kidron Valley.
7 Since many in the crowd had not consecrated themselves, the Levites had to
kill the Passover lambs for all those who were not ceremonially clean and
could not consecrate their lambs[a] to the Lord. 18 Although most of the many
people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not
purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written.
But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the Lord, who is good, pardon
everyone19 who sets their heart on seeking God—the Lord, the God of their
ancestors—even if they are not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.”
20 And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.

For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring
you into your own land. ¶ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean:
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the
land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

... ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of our God.

The integrity of the upright shall guide them: ...

... be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity.

... the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.
And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house
there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to
honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good
work.
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Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. ...
 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. ...
 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of
Christ.

... the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

... godliness with contentment is great gain.

... keep thyself pure.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES BY MARY
BAKER EDDY



God is Love.

Not materially but spiritually we know Him as divine Mind, as Life, Truth, and
Love. We shall obey and adore in proportion as we apprehend the divine nature
and love Him understandingly, warring no more over the corporeality, but
rejoicing in the affluence of our God. Religion will then be of the heart and not of the head. ...

  
We worship spiritually, only as we cease to worship materially. Spiritual devoutness is the soul
of Christianity. Worshipping through the medium of matter is paganism. Judaic and
other rituals are but types and shadows of true worship. “The true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

God invisible 
to the senses

The true 
 worship

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results
of the ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with
the downward tendencies and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity,
which really attest the divine origin and operation of Christian Science.

Unspiritual 
 contrasts
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Sin makes deadly thrusts at the Christian Scientist as ritualism and creed are summoned to give
place to higher law, but Science will ameliorate mortal malice. The Christianly
scientific man reflects the divine law, thus becoming a law unto himself. ... The
Christian Scientist wisely shapes his course, and is honest and consistent in
following the leadings of divine Mind. He must prove, through living as well as healing and
teaching, that Christ's way is the only one by which mortals are radically saved from sin and
sickness.

The panoply 
of wisdom

The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.

No impossible thing do I ask when urging the claims of Christian Science; but
because this teaching is in advance of the age, we should not deny our need of its
spiritual unfoldment. Mankind will improve through Science and Christianity.
The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can
impart purity instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health instead of disease.
Truth is an alterative in the entire system, and can make it “every whit whole.”

Mind imparts 
 purity, health, 

and beauty

We know that a desire for holiness is requisite in order to gain holiness; but if we
desire holiness above all else, we shall sacrifice everything for it.

Desire for 
 holiness

We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is revealed; and the corner-stone of all
spiritual building is purity.

Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy.
Man is not a material habitation for Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul, being Spirit, is seen in
nothing imperfect nor material.

The nothingness of nothing is plain; but we need to understand that error is
nothing, and that its nothingness is not saved, but must be demonstrated in order to
prove the somethingness — yea, the allness — of Truth.

Nothingness 
of error

Whatever is false or sinful can never enter the atmosphere of Spirit. The infinite 
one Spirit

We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God's creation by diving into the shallows of
mortal belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and truth in
matter — and rise above the testimony of the material senses, above the mortal to the immortal
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idea of God. These clearer, higher views inspire the Godlike man to reach the absolute centre
and circumference of his being.

How much more should we seek to apprehend the spiritual ideas of God, than to dwell on the
objects of sense! To discern the rhythm of Spirit and to be holy, thought must be
purely spiritual.

Spiritual ideas 
apprehended

If there is any mystery in Christian healing, it is the mystery which godliness always presents
to the ungodly, — the mystery always arising from ignorance of the laws of eternal and
unerring Mind.

Immortal Mind heals what eye hath not seen; but the spiritual capacity to apprehend
thought and to heal by the Truth-power, is won only as man is found, not in self-
righteousness, but reflecting the divine nature.

Absent 
 patients

The highest prayer is not one of faith merely; it is demonstration. ... It distinguishes
between Truth that is sinless and the falsity of sinful sense.

Loftiest 
 adoration

Man is spiritual.

He is above sin or frailty.

The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or
Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being, and because this real man
is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.
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